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trovert Hamilton's argument. The five articles
which Madison wrote over the signature "Helvi-
dius" do not proceed farther into the subject than
a preliminary examination of executive authority,
in which he laid down principles of strict con-
struction of the Constitution which have never
been adopted in practice and which are now
ateresting only as specimens of dialectic subtlety.
Although as an electioneering tactician Jefferson
iad superior ability, neither he nor any of his
issociates was a match for Hamilton in debate.
As the issues were discussed, the Jeffersonians lost
ground, and for this they put the blame on Genet.
By July 7, Jefferson was writing to Madison that
Genet "renders my position immensely difficult,"
and thereafter in the correspondence of Jefferson,
Madison, and Monroe, Genet figures as a rash
nan whose indiscretions embarrassed his friends
md impeded his own objects. This view has to a
large extent passed over into history, but when it is
considered that Genet did not come to America for
Jefferson's comfort but to accomplish certain things
for his own government, it must be owned that
he had considerable success. Although his means
were small, he managed to engage in the French
service an active American fleet including such